10.    "I could quote several resolutions of the Congress Working
Committee against him----Mr. Gandhi himself took up the subject
in the Harijan dated 19th August 1939. There he says, * Hunger-strike
has positively become a plague/ "
My views quoted by you have not undergone the slightest
change. If you had read the quotations' without passion, it
would have prevented you from putting upon my letter the
construction you have.
11.    "On the ethics of hunger-striking, Mr. Gandhi had something
to say in the Harijan of 20th May, 1939, after his Rajkot fast: 'I no^
see that it was tainted by himsal'   Further on he remarks, 'this was
not the way of ahimsa or conversion.'"
I arn sorry to have to say that you have wholly misread
my article. Fortunately I happen to have A. Hingorani's collec-
tion of my writings "To the Princes and Their Peoples". I quote
from the Harijan article referred to by you: "At the end of
my fast I had permitted myself to say that it had succeeded
as no previous fast had done. I now see that it was tainted with
himsa. In taking the fast I sought immediate intervention of
the Paramount Power so as to induce fulfilment of> the promis^
made by the Thakore Saheb. This was not the way of ahimsa
or conversion; it was the way of himsa or coercion. My fast
to be pure should have been addressed only to the Thakore
Saheb, and I should have been content to die, if I could not
have melted his heart...." I hope you realize that you mis-
applied the stray sentences taken from their setting. I described
my fast as 'tainted' not because it was bad ab initio but because
I sought the intervention of the Paramount Power. I have
given you the credit of being unaware of the article. I wish
you could read it. In any case, may I expect you to correct th*
error? For me the Eajkot episode is one of the happiest chapter?
of my life, in that God gave me the courage to own my mistake
and purge it by renouncing the fruits of the award. I became
stronger for the purging.
12.    "I must confess that speaking for myself it is certainly repug-
nant to Western ideas of decency to exploit against an opponent his
feelings of humanity, chivalry or mercy or to trifle with such a sacred
trust as one's own life in order to play on the feelings of the public.
for the sake of some purely mundane object."
I must tread with extreme caution upon the ground with
which you are infinitely more familiar than I can be. Let me
however remind you of the historic fast of the late Mac Swiney,
I know that the British Government let him die in imprisonment.
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